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Kirkham Town Council     

The Community Centre

Mill Street

Kirkham

PR4 2AN

Tel 01772 682755                                                              


Minutes of Meeting of Kirkham Town Council held on 5th January 2016
Present: Deputy Mayor Cllr. Keith Beckett (in the chair) Councillors E. Oades, P Hardy.
J. Cameron. M.Cox. P Boardman. K. Beckett. M. McIver.
E.Duffy (Minutes)

1:  Apologies

The Mayor Cllr Paul Hodgson
2:  Declaration of interest

Cllr Oades - all planning applications. 
Guests- Ian Brookes- Sports Development Officer Fylde Council. Discussion into developing and improving the William Segar Hodgson Sports facility.
Action Ian to research
3:  Policing in Kirkham 
Proposed that a request is made for a more detailed report in light of December’s report briefly noting 15 crimes out of 146 incidents.
Resolved that the clerk write and request a more detailed report in future.

Action Clerk
4:  Minutes of the previous meeting
It is proposed that the minutes are accepted as a correct record with the amendment to point 8 b) which should read “KTC are unable to make donations”.
Resolved that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 1st December 2015 are amended and approved as a correct record and signed accordingly.

5: Matters arising 
· Query if Andrew Stell followed up the Wifi usage with CAB.

Clerk to chase up.

· 6. Detailed report and case study submitted by AFC Fylde as requested. Clerk to thank Tom Hutton for his response.
Action Clerk
· 8a). Correspondence from Mark Menzies. In light of the town and parish meeting held by Cllr. Paul Hayhurst it is proposed that KTC write to LCC Portfolio holder Cllr. John Phyllis deploring the drastic reduction in bus services and request a meeting with him and all Parish and Town Councils to discuss the situation.
Resolved that the Clerk writes to Cllr. John Phyllis.

Action Clerk
· 8h). Correspondence from Nicola McKee. Further complaints received from residents about the lack of festive decorations but a group is to be set up to improve the display for 2016 and new contractors will be sought.

Action Clerk

6: Finance Report 
The date for the budget setting meeting will be February 2nd February 2016. Clerk to notify if another meeting is needed beforehand.
· Query cheque payment dated 15/04/15 for barrel repairs. Clerk to cross check with In Bloom grant.

· Query outstanding amount on precept payments.

· Query missing figure in budget column for Honoraria as KTC had budgeted for this payment.

· Request that a % spent column be added to spreadsheet.

· Query FBC HB Grant missing from accounts.

Action clerk
Resolved that the report be accepted.

7: Mayors announcements
Deputy Mayor Cllr. Beckett reports that all is working well with the Mayor and Mayoress attending evening events and the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attending the day time ones so all invitations are well attended.
8: Correspondence
     None
9: Lord of the Manor. Council went into committee.
10:   LPAOS Report
a) Community Centre
Two external louvre doors are rotten and unable to open. Clerk to take advice from Gas Safety company in light of high quote for replacing. If louvre doors are essential two further quotes are to be obtained.

Action Clerk

b) WSH
Work progressing well but further costs incurred due to unforeseen works needed. It was proposed to pay a further £977+VAT to complete the works and a further £50 each for two toilets and two wash hand basins instead of renovating the old ones.
Resolved to cover extra costs

Bollard knocked over in car park and will cost 2 man hours to remove.

Resolved to have it removed.

c) Allotments
Nothing to report.
d) HMP Works- Employment
Nothing to report.
e) Tree Work
Springfield deferred until LPAOS. 
f) LPAOS Contract renewal
Requested costs of new contract from FBC but not yet received. 
Action Clerk to chase
11:  Communications
Nothing to report
12: Staffing Committee Report

Clerk left the room and on return Council notified Emma Duffy that her probationary period had ended and she would continue in her position as Clerk with the full support of the Council.
13:  Planning applications- Cllr. McIver withdrew from comment on the first application believing he had a personal and prejudicial interest due to the proximity of the proposal to his own home.
a) 15/0827- Brook Farm 95 Dwellings

Objection on the following grounds
· SP2. The development is outside the settlement boundary.

· It does not comply with FBC's adopted Local Plan.

· It does not comply with FBC's emerging Local Plan.

· It sits within the Flood Zone 2.

· The high percentage increase in addition to the current increase.

· It fails to meet the objectives of EP10 and 11 in the context of the Lancashire Landscape Strategy.

· It fails to demonstrate satisfactory access and egress or efficient operation of the highway network.

· The increase in access and egress will be detrimental to highway safety.

· It will be detrimental to the visual amenity and landscape of the area.

· It will be detrimental to the biodiversity, ecology and wildlife in the area.

· Drainage is a key issue and is highlighted in Policy 802.

· The site currently has significant drainage issues and lies in and adjacent to Flood Plain 2. The area has been underwater during recent rainfall which highlights the dangers of building on flood plain.

· The existing amenities, infrastructure and services will be inadequate if this proposal is granted permission.

· The site is in a new strategic development area decisions on allocation and release of new development sites must be done through the new Spatial Planning Process defined by PPS12 and include public consultation and independent inspection.

b) 15/0866- Nookwood Cottage- 3 Dwellings

Objection on the following grounds
· The site lies on a lower level than those houses on the Kirkham Triangle which have been flooded regularly over the Christmas period 2015. This highlights the dangers of continuing to build on flood plains.

· Vehicle access will cross over the pedestrian footpath between Kirkham Triangle and the Town

· Access and egress in such close proximity to the roundabout and straight onto the busy 583 will be detrimental to highway safety.

c) 15/0867- Nookwood Cottage- 1 Dwelling

Objection on the following grounds
· The site lies on a lower level than those houses on the Kirkham Triangle which have been flooded regularly over the Christmas period 2015. This highlights the dangers of continuing to build on flood plains.

· Vehicle access will cross over the pedestrian footpath between Kirkham Triangle and the Town

· Access and egress in such close proximity to the roundabout and straight onto the busy 583 will be detrimental to highway safety.

d) 15/0860- 82 Poulton Street – CofU, Retail to restaurant

Objection on the following grounds
· The proposal goes against the shopping policy for Kirkham High street which was adopted by FBC in 1990’s which aims to keep a vibrant retail area in this part of the High Street.
13:
   Licensing 
Nothing to report

14:   Rural Splash.
 Reports are that there has been some attempt at surface cleaning but the baths are still in need of a deep clean and maintenance.
Complaints are still being received about the following issues-

· General cleanliness especially around the toilets with one report of urine sitting on the changing room floor all morning until the smell was reported to management.

· The temperature of the whole building being uncomfortably cold perhaps due to the roof being damaged in December which does not seem to have been mended.

· Cold swimming water

· A long term leaking radiator reported but not mended probably adding to low pressure and under performance of the system and lowering the temperature in the building.

· A hole in the wall between changing rooms widely reported historically to be used by an individual to film children which has still not been filled in.

· General lack of maintenance and good management across the building a running of the baths raising suspicion that the baths are being purposely  “run down”.

It is also noted that the requests for Town and Parish Grants have not been made by the Management which will show a great loss of income this year.

Cllr. Hardy has adopted Rural Splash as his Fylde Mayoral Charity and is raising money for the baths. It is suggested that raising money is futile while the baths are badly managed.

It is proposed that KTC write again to John Cronin of the YMCA to highlight the above concerns and complaints, express their concern and ask for feedback.
Resolved to write a letter
Action Clerk
15:   KWBG Report. 
New Chair has taken on the Christmas trees this year and clerk to invite him to the “Kirkham Christmas” meeting.
16:   Highways.  
Cllr Oades voiced her disappointment at the brochure printed and distributed across Kirkham and local area by AFC Fylde which implies through the wording and images that Mr. Haythornthwaite paid for the street improvements in Kirkham. It is proposed that KTC do more to advertise the work they have achieved and make it clear to residents that the money for the streets was raised by Kirkham Town Council and in particular Cllr. Oades over many years.

Resolved
Action Clerk and Communications Committee

17:   Dates of next meeting

Next Council Meeting to be held on 5th January 2016 @7pm
Signed:




Dated:

Cllr Paul Hodgson - Mayor
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