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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KIRKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 21ST 2010 FOLLOWING LEISURE COMMITTEE AT 7PM  COUNCIL CHAMBER COUNCIL OFFICES MOOR STREET KIRKHAM
Present: The Mayor Councillor Keith Wright, Councillors P. Hodgson, P. Hardy, J.E.Cameron, Dr. B Mitchell and later Councillors Oades and Silverwood
Guest: Emma Booth – student - political sciences

1. Apologies for absence: Cllrs Oldfield and Green.

2. Declarations of interest: Members were reminded that in accordance with the Local Authorities Code of Conduct Act 2007 part 2 Members interests and Councils Standing Orders any pecuniary or other interests should be declared. Cllr. Hardy declared an interest in all planning matters.

3. Policing in Kirkham: P.C. Dawn Connelly-Perch reported on criminal activity in the past month, an increase in burglary, criminal damage and assaults many of which are detected noted. The criminal damage was in a small geographical area. Cllr. Hodgson and the clerk reported theft from the Lancashire Market. The Community Centre security system has been used by the Police to detect criminals involved in the Santander break in
4. Ratification of the actions of the Leisure Committee held on October 21st 2010. Ratified
5. Approval of the minutes of the council meeting held on September 7th 2010. Approved

6. Matters arising from those minutes: None recorded

7. Mayor’s announcement: the Mayor reported on events attended and the progress of the proposed cycle path.

8. Town Clerks announcements and correspondence: the clerk reported on an imitative from FBC ‘financial help for less well off homeowners (now on the web site), Electricity Northwest re power supply town centre, R. Sunday, speaker now cancelled, FBC Statement of Community involvement. The latter requires a response by November 4th and concerns planning involvement for town and parish councils.
9. Parks and open spaces: Note this item together with item 13 was moved with Councils’ permission to the end of the meeting – press and public excluded under the admissions to meetings act. The contents of a letter received from the Friends of Kirkham Parks were noted.  The proposed transfer of parks and open spaces to the town discussed together with building usage. Councillor Oades and Councillor Silverwood reported on the success of the Kirkham in Bloom competition 2010. Kirkham has won a cup and certificate for the best town centre and Silver Gilt in the Best Small Town category. The cup and certificates to be displayed in ‘Silverdell’
10. Rural splash: No reports

11. KWBG: The clerk reported on the progress of the markets and the plans for Christmas in the town centre.

12. Planning applications: 

a. 10/0708 23 Long Meadow Kirkham – proposed single storey rear extension. KTC no observations

b. 10/0703 42 Marsden Street Kirkham – 2 replacement garages. KTC observe the alterations should blend with the street scene.
c. The Haythornthwaite Sports Foundation response has been through the media with the town council extending all the usual courtesies’ and consideration to the application and an evaluated response made to FBC.

13. Staffing: The clerk reported a meeting will be held with the honorary solicitor to discuss clarification on employment law.

14. Finance:
a.  the clerk distributed the monthly statement: approved.

b. Annual return: the clerk read the report from BDO: approved. The Fidelity Guarantee was raised as an area of concern. Resolved:  that the measures in place ensure monies held are secure and that there will be planned expenditure in the coming year to lower this total. The level of insurance will be reviewed in the next 12 months.

c. Precept 2011/2012: to be taken to the November budget meeting.

15. Highways: water leak 50 yards on the left down Carr Lane. Clerk to email to LCC Highways. 

16. Date and time of next meeting: the next meeting of Council will take place on Tuesday November 2nd 2010.
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