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Kirkham Town Council     

The Community Centre

Mill Street

Kirkham

PR4 2AN

Tel 01772 682755                                                              

Minutes of Meeting of Kirkham Town Council held on 6th October 2015

Present: The Mayor Cllr Paul Hodgson (in the chair) Councillors E. Oades, E. Silverwood, 

J. Cameron. P Hardy. M.Cox. M. McIver. P Boardman.
E.Duffy (Minutes)

1:  Apologies

Cllr. K. Beckett. 
Welcome Emma as the new Town Clerk.
2:  Declaration of interest

Cllr Oades - all planning applications. 
The Mayor Cllr Paul Hodgson – staffing agenda item
3:  Policing in Kirkham 
Issues
· That Police refer to Kirkham Town Council not Parish

· Councillors receiving many complaints about lack of policing from residents

· That Cllr Oades has attended many meetings and promises of better communications have not been kept. Police will attend Town Council AGM but no other meetings unless a major issue arises.
· Clarification that parking is not a police matter but without police presence drivers will park wherever they wish.

Resolved to write an open letter to the local paper
4:  Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 1st September 2015 be 
approved as a correct record and signed accordingly.

5: Matters arising 
· 9d) Allotments-Have we had response from allotments with details of irrigation system
· 9a) i) Lighting at MUGA- Awaiting LCC to action
· 13f) Brook Farm planning application- Cllr Oades. Following the public meeting a strong committee was formed and should be congratulated on their good work. Cllr Hodgson to pass on.
6: Finance Report 
a) Audit Report


The audit is now concluded and the annual return presented for approval by Council.

Resolved that the return be approved and accepted.

Issues arising from the report

· Asset Register- The Council does not have an up to date asset register and it is proposed that the Town Clerk compiles one at the earliest opportunity and it is verified by the internal auditor in the next annual review.

Resolved that the Town Clerk Compiles the asset register.
· Comparatives. It is noted that the Council has changed their way of accounting as requested by the Audit Commission, as accounts have been submitted for three years and figures have been adjusted accordingly on the return. Audit commission are aware of the reasoning behind this and have accepted the return as correct.
· Minutes. As the legal minutes are kept in loose leaf files it is a requirement that each sheet is signed by the Mayor. Each page must be numbered consecutively.

Resolved that each sheet be numbered consecutively and signed by the Mayor in future

· Precept- Although the budget was prepared and approved by Council the precept figure was not minuted as agreed by Council.

Resolved that the precept figure be agreed and accepted by Council and minuted as such in the future.
b) Finance Report

· One page of cheques in future.

Resolved that the report be accepted.

7: Mayors announcements
· Kirkham Grammar School Speech Day.
· Kirkham Grammar School talk- Very interesting talk on the people who fought in WW1.
8: Correspondence
a) Siddall- Querying the reinstatement of the cobbled pedestrian walkway.
Resolved to forward his letter LCC Highways department.

b) Preston New Road Action Group- Request for funding for fighting the Appeal for planning
Resolved that the legalities of funding an action group are checked with FBC legal department
c) Santander- Financial Compensation Scheme reduced from £85k to £75k. Noted and highlights the need for spreading finances between banks.

d) LCC notification of proposed toucan crossing on the A585. 

Resolved to write to LCC with objections. Congestion and policy on A road crossings.
e) Burchett- Complaint about Clegg Street yellow lines and parking issues

Cllr Oades will follow up at LCC to abolish one hour parking and remove one side parking. Has raised it before but told it is low priority.
9:   LPAOS Report
a) Parks and Open Spaces

· Spring planting for planters- Price from FBC = £1200
Resolved to go ahead with planting

· Trees on Southlands. Clerk to follow up with Mark Wilde.

· Friends of Kirkham Parks would also like to plant bulbs on Remembrance Way but asked to hold back until costings come in from FBC for the plan already in place.

· It is noted that the wild flower planting at Calder Close is good.
b) William Segar Hodgson-
· Quote from the electrical contractors increased from £3k to £6k. Will go back to LPAOS as much of the work quoted is not needed due to renovations. Nothing in the quote is critical at this point. 
Resolved that a meeting with LPAOS, the contractors and Andrew Dickson is arranged on site to discuss works.
c) Community Centre- No report
d) Allotments- Grant works to go ahead if scheme is acceptable. 
10:  Communications
Not yet met. Clerk to arrange date for meeting.
11: Staffing Committee Report

Deferred until the end of the meeting
12:  Planning applications

a) 15/0469 – Kirkgate Centre – The Original Factory Shop fascia signs
Objection on the grounds that the application is not in keeping with the conservation area of the High Street and does not comply with Fylde Borough Council's regulations for signage

b) 15/0501 – Newfold Farm-development of solar farm
Comment- This Council supports renewables but too much could put food production at risk

c) 15/0633 – Ribby Hall- Erection of single storey extension
No objection
13:
   Licensing 
 Noted consultation notification for FBC’s Gambling Policy review.
 Noted consultation notification for FBC’s Licensing Policy review.

14:   Rural Splash.
 No Report

15:   KWBG Report. 

Discussion into Christmas tree lighting leading to Council donations to Kirkham Trust donations and balance owing. 
Town Clerk to look at last 3 years invoices for lights.
16:   Twinning
No report
17:   Highways.  
Thanks to Councillor Oades for resolving issue of potholes on Kirkgate
18:   Dates of next meeting

Next Council Meeting to be held on 3rd November 2015 @7pm
11. The Mayor Councillor Hodgson left the meeting. Council went into Committee. Discussion into honorarium for Mrs. Hodgson’ help from 1st May 2014 to October 2015

Resolved that clocked hours and salary not paid to clerk for the period would form the basis of a figure for honorarium.
Renate will be invited to Council meeting.
Signed:




Dated:

Cllr Paul Hodgson - Mayor
Amendment to the minutes 6th October 2015

It was proposed at the meeting of Council on 3rd November 2015 that the minutes are amended to reflect the outcome of Agenda Item 11.

“It was resolved that Councillor Oades would bring to Council further information at the next meeting for consideration.

Action Cllr. Oades”

It was resolved that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 1st September 2015 be amended and approved as a correct record and signed accordingly.
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