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Kirkham Town Council     

The Community Centre

Mill Street

Kirkham

PR4 2AN

Tel 01772 682755           

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, MOOR STREET, KIRKHAM TO TRANSACT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS
Present: Mayor Cllr. K. Beckett, (in the chair) Councillors E. Oades, M.Cox, J Cameron, E Silverwood, P Hodgson. E.Duffy (Minutes)

2016/12/1
Apologies for absence- P. Hardy,
2016/12/2
Declaration of interests- Cllr Cox Friends of Kirkham Parks/KirkFest. Cllr Oades-Planning
2016/12/3
Police report and identification of priorities- 

Priorities- 

· In light of some vandalism around the lights in Market Square Council request that the Christmas decorations are observed here and at Town End.

· Request ongoing monitoring of Youths.
2016/12/4
Minutes from the meeting dated 1st November 2016- Proposed that the minutes are accepted as a true record.
Resolved
2016/12/5
Matters arising from the minutes that are not on this agenda

· 2015/11/5 NABMA payment made.





          Closed

· 2016/11/7 Replies received from FBC CEO and HMP Governor                                  Closed

· 2016/11/8 ii Greenfingers quote pending                                                                       Ongoing
· 2016/11/13 Clerk requests a postponement in writing to YMCA Board               Resolved
· 2016/11/17c) It was noted that Cllr Oades met with Network Rail and did a site visit to the Station to discuss the car parking issues. They intend to install two lifts with section 106 money and look for further funding to install car parking for 100 under the arches. There will be a further meeting in the New Year. There may be some funding for In Bloom and are hoping to complete works in 2018.
2016/12/6
Financial report to date and agreed payments of outstanding invoices- Proposed that the accounts are accepted and cheques are paid.
Resolved/Action Clerk

· Inclusion of Capital reserves in spreadsheet- noted. Proposed that as the % column was added mid financial year and does not reflect the true balance it be removed until the new financial year.




                    Resolved Action Clerk
· Interest earning accounts- It is proposed that investment advice is sought with recommended advisor.



         Resolved/Action Cllr Beckett
· It is proposed that as the NatWest is closing a bank account should be opened at Lloyds to spread the risk.





        Resolved/Action Clerk
· It is proposed that James Cameron, Peter Hardy, Marjorie Barnes and Keith Wright all be removed as signees of both Santander current and savings account leaving the three signees as Cllr. Oades, Silverwood and Hodgson and adding the Clerk, Emma Duffy as a view only named person.  


        Resolved/Action Clerk
2016/12/7 
To receive the Mayor’s Announcements
· The mayor reported a fantastic turn out at the Blessing of the Crib and congratulated the Christmas Lights group on a successful event.
· The Mayor fired the marron alone on 11/11

· The Mayor attended the Blue Light Service and read the lesson. Excellent turn out at St.Michaels.
2016/12/8  
Report from the Leisure Parks and Open Spaces Committee (LPAOS)

a. Contractors Report

i. Trees- 
· Revised remaining man hours of 156 noted. Work on the A583 is to be   postponed as it will incur road closure costs of over £800.
· Proposed that the Clerk wrtes a standard letter to be sent out in response to complaints and published on the website laying out the Council’s position on tree work 

Resolved/Action Clerk

ii. Misc 
· It is proposed that the path on the Town side of the entrance to Mill Street is allowed to overgrow with foliage to deter people from using it as it comes to an end on the blind corner and was never meant to be used as a path.



       Resolved
· As the quote for signage included some artwork the branding was discussed.
Proposed that Gold and Green should be the Council colours to tie in with the In Bloom colours.







                  Resolved
Proposed that the Greenspace logo be replaced with “Kirkham Town Council” on the signage and “Greenspace” or “Car Parks” etc be placed in the middle with contact details at the bottom.






                              Resolved

Proposed that further quotes and artwork ideas be requested      Resolved/Action Clerk

Proposed that a QR code be added to all signage 
                     

       Resolved

· It was proposed that Council agree to completing the Maryfields agreement with the understanding that it will be used "as a park for members of the public, tidying up the land, planting flowers and placing park benches on the said land as shown generally in the Sketch Layout Plan”. The plan was distributed and agreed. The issue around the transfer of the covenants for a ten year period only is yet to be resolved.          Resolved
b. Projects

i. Update on KirkFest- Ongoing with work with Carr Hill and local Youth Worker to get youths engaged with community life and eventually KirkFest.  Next fundraising event – KirkFestive at the Community Centre 16th Dec
c. Community Centre

i. Propose that now we have all the relevant equipment the window cleaner is stopped. Resolved
ii. It was proposed that the quote for the false ceiling and associated electrical works was too expensive for WSH and Cllr. Silverwood may be able to source sound panels instead. 
Action Cllr. Silverwood
iii. It is proposed that the office door locks are changed and Renate Hodgson as stand-in for the Clerk holds the spare complete set of keys instead of the Mayor in future. Resolved
2016/12/9
Communications- No report
2016/12/10
Staffing committee- No report 

2016/12/11
Planning applications-
i. 16/0851- Foxwood Drive-Extension-No Objection

ii. 16/0880- Victoria Rd- Extension- Object on the grounds that this extension is over extensive for the site.

iii. 16/0879- Victoria Rd- 2 dwellings- Object on the grounds that this development is over extensive for the site and raises concerns about access and egress considering it’s close proximity and being on the main route to the school.

iv. 16/0886- The Manse- Extension- No objection

v. 16/0683- The Chimes- Objection on the grounds that this is public open space as agreed when the development was built and should not be eroded.

vi. 16/0931- Kepak-Signage- No objection as long as it complies with Lancs County Highways.

vii. 16/0923-Sandhurst-Garage- No objection

2016/12/12
Report from the representative on Licensing- Query if taxi drivers need DBS checks-confirmed
2016/12/13
Rural Splash report – Nothing more.
2016/12/14
KWBG report- It is proposed that in the absence of a reply from the Chair of the group and the rumour that the group no longer active the Clerk writes again and requests the status of the group. The radio license has been renewed in Cllr. Silverwood’s name..
Resolved/Action Clerk

2016/12/15
Community Assets 

a) Library – Update pending. Clerk to forward recent email.


Action Clerk

2016/12/16
Highways report – BT was requested to redo the repairs on Mellor Rd as work was poor. 
2016/12/17
Correspondence
· Lancs Fire and Rescue consultation circulated by email.

· Lord of the Manor- It is proposed that the Clerk writes again and suggest that he purchases a copy of the court ruling which is the most up to date ruling concerning his rights on Market Square and reiterate that Kirkham Town Council does not want to receive any further correspondence on the matter.

       Resolved/Action Clerk

2016/12/18
Clerks report- 
· The Clerk requests that Council consider adopting the red phone box on Dowbridge and encourages other rural areas to adopt theirs and develop a rural trail. 







Resolved/Action Clerk

· Review of Remembrance Sunday deferred until the New Year.

2016/12/19
Events/Projects
Review of the Blessing of the Crib and Christmas Lights Switch on- issues arising from more people turning out than expected.
· PA System needs upgrading for next year’s blessing

· Speaker system on stage needs enhancing
· More hymn sheets

· Road safety issues at Town End

Thanks to Clerk recorded as it was her idea.

It is proposed after many complaints that the Clerk writes to Inspire Energy with a complaint about the appalling behavior and bad language from a group of their staff at the Blessing.

Resolved/Action Clerk

Date and time of next meeting-10th January 2017
Meeting closed at 10pm
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